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NE OF THE EDITORIALS in a recent Bottleship  

called for the web addresses of interesting 

sites. Here’s a few I recommend:- 
 

The Mother of All Maritime Links 
 

To be found at -  
 

www.boat-links.com/boatlink.html 
 

This site is what it says on the tin (well, the title 

at least.) It leads you into thousands of nautical 

sites; historical, modelling, plans, photos, 

research, etc, etc. A word of warning though - 

you can lose yourself for hours. 
 

Lothorien Crafts and Models 
 

To be found at -  
  

www.chibardun.net/~jfox3/ 
 

This site, although having lots of completed ship 

models and SIBs for sale, (well worth looking 

at,) if you follow the link for Model 

Construction, then you are taken to an area that 

has links to SIB construction articles by John 

Fox III.  
 

• Bluenose Web Article  

• America Web Article  

• Flying Cloud Article 

• Ship In Bottle Tools 

• Light Bulb Opening Construction 

Articles 
 

I cannot over emphasise the quality of these 

articles. They are not just a couple of pages, but  

are up to 45 A4 pages long when printed out and 

contain more detail (including colour photos) 

and tips than most SIB textbooks on the market. 
 

A big thank you to John for sharing this 

knowledge. 
 

Expo 
 

To be found at –  
 

www.expotools.com 
 

Suppliers of miniature tools and modelling 

materials at very competitive prices. 
 

----------- oo O oo ----------- 

Small Hand Clamp 
 

I RECENTLY HAD CAUSE to hold a small part 

tightly for filing.  I came up with this rough and 

ready, but very effective Hand Clamp.  

 

Two penny washers, 1 M6 x 20mm bolt, 1 x M6 

wing nut and 1 x M6 washer produced the item 

in Figure 1.  

 

 

 

Figure 1 – Small Hand Clamp 

 

----------- oo O oo ----------- 

 

Small Curved Surface Marking 

Gauge 

I DISCOVERED A PROBLEM WITH my small 

marking gauge when using it on a curved 

surface - the straight edge on gauge’s slide 

wobbled on the curved surface giving an 

irregular marking, as shown diagrammatically in 

Figure 2. 

 

 

Figure 2 

O 



A bit of experimenting came up with the answer 

- triple point contact – similar to a tripod, it can’t 

rock. I made a new small marking gauge as 

shown in Figure 3 and Figure 4. 

 

 

 

Figure 3 – Normal Use for Straight Edge 

 

The gauge is made from a piece of ¼ inch ramin 

dowel approx 5 inches long as the handle. For 

the slide, a piece of ¾ inch ramin dowel was 

drilled to accept the handle, and the faces 

squared off in a modelling lathe using a piece of 

the ¼ inch dowel as a mandrel.  This ensured 

that the handle was at right angles to the faces of 

the slide.  

 

The locking screw was made from a M3 screw 

with a small washer (file a small flat on it) 

epoxy glued into the slot to provide finger 

purchase. 

 

 

 

Figure 4 – Three Point Contact for Curved 

Edges 

The slide was drilled to accept a M3 screw, a 

small flat sanded onto it, and an M3 nut was 

epoxy glued onto the flat using the M3 screw to 

locate it accurately. 

 

A pin was used as the marker, after drilling a 

pilot hole. 

 

This produced a small marking gauge. 

 

I then glued two pieces of cocktail stick, split 

down the centre, to one face of the slide as 

shown in Figure 4 to give the three point contact 

mentioned above. 

 

 

Figure 5 

With the two pieces of cocktail stick bearing on 

the material to be marked then a line parallel to 

the curve can be obtained as shown in Figure 5. 

 

----------- oo O oo ----------- 

Plastic Saw 
 

Small pieces of plastic can be sawn with fair 

accuracy using a technique I learned many years 

ago when in the Fleet Air Arm.  

 

If the polycarbonate visor on a flying helmet did 

not have enough clearance in the ‘down 

position’ for the occupant’s nose, then the extra 

material was removed by using a very thin nylon 

cord as a ‘saw blade.’ This basically melted its 

way through, leaving a smooth edge and no 

splintering. About a dozen strokes were obtained 

from a 12 inch piece of cord before it clogged, 

then another length was unravelled. 

 

I’ve tried this when using sheet plastic for small 

parts requiring small, curved cuts, etc and it 

works a treat. Stringing the cord between the 

ends of a junior hacksaw gave greater control. 


