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A Bit on Painting 
 

 THOUGHT I KNEW HOW TO PAINT MODELS. 

After all I’ve been doing it for over 50 years 

now.  Then a couple of years ago my son 

developed an interest in ‘Warhammer,’ a series 

of figurines and things produced by the ‘Games 

Workshop’ Company. It’s an international 

outfit, with a shop in every major town. These 

figurines vary from about 2 to 4 inches tall 

although some are a lot larger. They are also 

fairly grotesque in a lot of cases and even worse 

in others. The idea is, after building and painting 

them, one wargames with them.  

One of the features of these shops is that they 

will teach you to build, paint and then the rules 

to fight them. They have all the facilities for this 

in their shop, including large dioramas, and it’s 

FREE. All you have to do is buy the models -

glue, paint, and expertise is given willingly and 

free of charge. 

So, son persuades me to take him for lessons. I 

have to be there because at the time he was 

underage to be left on his own in the shop.  

Needless to say, I got involved. It was hard not 

to. So, here are some of the tips I picked up. 

Helping to paint a figurine is no different to 

painting a model ship. 

The paints are acrylic, so are water soluble, 

much easier to use than oils. The Games 

Workshop own brand of paints are excellent 

with superb opacity and coverage. The names 

are a little weird, such as ‘Chaos Black’, ‘Skull 

White’, ‘Snot Green’ etc., however just look for 

the colour you want, not the name. 

The use of brushes was explained. One good 

quality brush beats several cheap ones anytime. 

I have since bought a small selection of quality 

brushes, ranging from 5O (very fine), through 

4O, 3O,2O, 1 and a small flat brush for 

‘drybrushing.’ I made sure I kept the small piece 

of plastic tubing used to protect the bristles. A 

good point is worth its weight in the cost of a 

new brush. 

We were shown the use of a 6 inch square white 

ceramic tile for mixing paints on and for 

drawing of excess paint before going near the 

subject. It was emphasised never to use the 

paints ‘neat’ as they are far too thick. Many thin 

coats are far better than one thick one. 

The technique of ‘drybrushing,’ (dragging a flat 

brush, with 90% of the paint removed from it) 

used to highlight high points was taught, as was 

the use of an undercoat. They advocate matt 

black in most cases. I was suspicious of this, but 

it worked very well. White is used in some 

cases. 

Use of different shades of the same colour was 

demonstrated to achieve a 3D effect and 

shading. 

Although not shown, advanced courses use 

coloured inks to achieve special effects. 

I have converted to acrylic paints, and although I 

use water for cleaning brushes, I use acrylic 

thinners for painting as I have found that it 

makes the paint flow a lot easier and smoother 

than water. You don’t need a lot, a few drops 

from an eye dropper and a couple of drops of 

paint go a long way. 

Games Workshop also do a small range of 

modelling tools, and although I do not have any 

of these, they look ok. 

They also do a Water Effect for producing 

dioramas. Again I have not used this, but I’m 

tempted to try to see what it would be like for 

the sea in a bottle sometime. 

Another product is a 2 part epoxy putty called 

‘Green Stuff’ It has about 4 hours work time. 

Useful as filler, or making small items of upper 

deck’ stuff.’ Can be cut, sanded etc after curing. 

Anyway, the result of my son wanting to take up 

this hobby (he now has a large ‘Space Marine’ 

Army), I have a ‘free’ source of paints, and a lot 

more skill than I used to have. 

If anyone out there fancy’s learning a few of 

these techniques, pop along to your local store. 

You will have to buy a packet of figurines 

(under a tenner), put up with being surrounded 

by strange figures (some of them alive), but the 

free lessons are worthwhile. 
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