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First thing I used some 1/4” masking tape to line up where I wanted my 
trenails, then drilled and inserted them. I made the copper a snug fit so glue 
was not needed.

The gaps between the wales clean up after the hull is sanded. The gaps 
were simply made by passing a soft carpenter's pencil over the edge.

Illustration 1: Masking tape used to mark trenail position



Next it was time to drag out the lathe and get the cannon and its 
trunnion made. This is a little different than most cannon in that the trunnion 
is at the end and there are fillets in the 'casting'. Here is how I handled it. First 
the Cannon.

Then on to the trunnion. I thought of a way to first turn and then flatten 
a piece and glue it into the cannon.

After turning I used a belt sander to flatten and trim the trunnion and cut a 
matching slot in the Cannon.

Illustration 2: Turned Cannon

Illustration 3: Trunnion - one of several 
tries



Glued together and a bit of wood filler, sanding  and it was done.

I'll show a little more detail on the following. I wanted make the hasps 

Illustration 4: Flattened trunnion and cut 
cannon

Illustration 5: Assembled mortar before 
trimming scrap from trunnions.



that hold the cannon to it's carriage look like castings rather than folded and 
bent strips. First I cut and bent the main piece, and two different lengths of 
nesting brass tubing. I inserted the two pieces together ( the inside was 
longer than the outside to help wicking of the solder) and placed them on the 
strap.

When Soldering brass I use a Gold solder and flux combination which 
results in an invisible joint due to it's color. The solder is available through 

Illustration 6: Solder and tubes



jewelry supply sources and the lowest carat rating is fine for our use. It will 
dry out after several years but plain water will reconstitute it. It goes a very 
long way and if you want bright finished models it is worth the cost.

The next shows the brazed joint before and after filing down. You will 
notice that I used excess solder to serve as a fillet and give the impression 
( Use your imagination man!) of a casting. The long tail is so I could hold the 
piece with forceps while brazing.

The deck was next and I used some of my stash of holly. I used wooden 
toothpicks as trenails.

Illustration 7: Hasps



I had made the cradle and added some Naugahyde strips to cushion the 
section.

 

Illustration 8: Inserting Trenails

Illustration 9: Cradle



A couple of shots of the finished section. My intention was to complete 
the model as an illustration of construction. That is why there are no fittings 
or rigging components. The only reason I did the Mortar and Carriage was as 
a “request”. The pit, mortar, base and deck hatch are not fastened to allow 
removal for interior exposure.

While I'm at it – more dirty laundry. When turning the cannon I 
measured carefully from each end to get the correct length and then screwed 
up the length of the middle portion of the mortar. Therefor I had to mount it 
differently than called for in the plans and reverse the hasps.

Illustration 10: Showing the 'open side' of the deck



Thanks for bearing with me through this and thanks to the MSB staff 
for providing plans.

Illustration 11: Finished side of Deck and partial interior - sorry for the dust.


