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Editors Notes  

Seasons Greetings Everyone  

Winston Scoville  

www.modelshipbuilder.com  

Hi Everyone,  

The first thing I wish to do is wish everyone a Merry Christmas to 

everyone who celebrates the Christmas season. May you and your 

family have a safe and happy time. To me thereôs no better time of 

the year that I like to spend time with friends and family.  

Sorry for being so late getting out this issue. I was working on finish-

ing up a couple of ongoing projects and completely lost track of time. 

: - )  

 As always, things are busy as ever around here. Lots of new projects in the works and 

hopefully Iôll be able to bring some of them to you in the early part of the New Year. 

I did want to send out a special thank you to some people who have been helping out over 

the past year. Most notably, Gene Bodnar who has continued on again this year in provid-

ing content for not only every single issue of the MSB Journal but also at both the Model 

Ship Builder and Navy Board Models websites where he has been working tirelessly on 

various projects.  

Thanks also to Jeff Staudt for developing an running the online Battle Station build at the 

Navy Board Models website. Jeff was also responsible for being able to make the Matthew 

Drawings available to you. In fact he just finished making some minor revisions to the 

drawings which will be published to the site this week, including making the drawings 

available at 1/4ò scale. He is also currently working on another project which I hope you 

may get to see from him some time in the new year. Iôve had a sneak peak and its looking 

great!  

Next Iôd like to thank Mike Pendlebury for providing us with the build logs of the various 

RNLB boats that heôs been building. They have made for interesting viewing and reading. 

Mike is another who has contributed to every issue of the Journal this past year.  

There are so many other people Iôd like to thank as well but the list is much longer than I 

have time to type. Just know that I appreciate all your help and look forward to working 

with you in the new year too!  
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Shanghaied!  
by Gene Bodnar  

 

     The term ñshanghaiò means to kidnap a sailor by coercive tactics, including trickery, 

intimidation, or even violence.  It is similar in meaning to the term ñimpress,ò but the lat-

ter term refers specifically to the Royal Navyôs practices.  ñShanghaiò is synonymous with 

ñcrimp.ò  Both of these terms  became part of the American lexicon around the mid-1850s, 

when shanghaiing, or crimping, because a source of labor for American merchant ships.  

     There are several causes for the rise 

of shanghaiing.  When a sailor signed up 

for a tour of duty, it was illegal for him 

to leave the ship before the end of the 

voyage.  During the mid -1850s, a source 

of labor because extremely scarce, 

mainly because of the mass movement 

caused by the California Gold Rush.  

Boarding masters, who were hired to 

provide crews for ships, were paid by the 

body, which meant that the more bodies 

he recruited, the greater his pay, which 

was called ñblood money.ò  As a result of 

these factors, boarding masters resorted 

to any means possible to more and more bodies aboard ships, including trickery, intimida-

tion, or violence.  One of the most common methods was to knock the victim out cold, 

forge his signature on the documents, and put him on the ship before he woke up.  

     Many crimps made a lucrative living by employing underhanded tactics in any way they 

could.  One crimp on record averaged $9,500 a year, the equivalent of nearly a quarter of 

a million dollars in todayôs dollars.  Some crimps got directly involved in politics.  Joseph 

Franklin and George Lewis, two long - time crimps, were elected to the California state legis-

lature, where they ensured that no anti - shanghaiing laws could be passed.  Some crimps, 

such as ñBuncoò Kelly, threw elaborate birthday parties for themselves, where they at-

tracted enough suckers to crew no less than three merchant vessels in one evening.  This 

same crimp once passed off a wooden cigar store Indian as a necessary crewman for a 

desperate shipôs captain. 

     The practice of shanghaiing eventually came to an end, but it took a series of legisla-
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tion over a period of nearly fifty years.  In 1868, New York  

cracked down on sailorsô boardinghouses.  In  1871, Congress revoked licenses of officers 

found guilty of mistreating seamen.  In 1872, sailors had to sign on to a ship in the pres-

ence of a federal shipping commissioner.    Finally, the Seamenôs Act of 1915 made crimp-

ing a federal crime, which put an end to the practice.  Of course, steam -powered vessels 

also helped to end the practice, because there was no longer a need for unskilled labor.  

My Christmas wish for you, my friends 

Is not a simple one 

For I wish you hope and joy and peace 

Days filled with warmth and sun 

 

I wish you love and friendship too 

Throughout the coming year 

Lots of laughter and happiness 

To fill your world with cheer.  

Seasons Greetings Everyone  

Winston Scoville  

www.modelshipbuilder.com  
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The RNLB Thomas 

McCunn  

An Ongoing  

Project by  

Mike Pendlebury  

The past month Mike has only been able to make a little progress on the RNLB Thomas 

McCunn. It being the time of the year, heôs been busy working on a couple of projects for 

his grandchildren for Christmas.  

I have managed to make the tubes that drain the water from the fore and aft cockpits and 

out of the scuppers along the hull of the boat.There are two draining the Fore Cockpit and 

four draining the Aft Cockpit on each side.  
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The walls of both cockpits have been drilled out to take the tubes and they are now se-

cured in place. When the planking has been completed they will be cut off flush with the 

hull and the one way flap covers added to the outboard ends.  
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The inside ends have had their collars added and are ready for the next stage when their 

insides will be painted grey and the walls of the cockpits finished in mahogany  

We may or may not see an update from Mike in the January issue, depending on the pro-

gress of his Christmas projects. Certainly though, another will come in February.  
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MSB is a Charter Member of the 

Vessel Research Team  

From the Files of ShipWreck Central  

SS Blackbird  
Built for Grice Sumner & Co Melbourne she was rigged as a three -  masted barque & fitted 

with a two -cylinder,direct -acting engine which gave 80 horsepower. She was placed briefly on 

the Adelaide -Melbourne run. Most of her arrivals at Melbourne were from Newcastle. Her ma-

jor inward cargo was coal although she 

also carried passengers. She was origi-

nally classified 9A1 at Lloyd's having been 

built under special survey. SS Blackbird 

was surveyed at Sydney during October 

1873 & registered there during 1874 be-

ing granted official number 48,407 & port 

number 54.  

She was sold to "Sydney interests" these 

being Captain A. Campbell & others. Black-

bird underwent repairs & refitting between 1866 & 1870 during which she was fitted with a 

new screw & shaft, new pistons & a new propeller which increased her speed by one knot.   

S.S. Blackbird left Newcastle on Thursday 30th May in good sailing conditions & made an av-

erage of 10 knots for most of the voyage. She passed Rams Head at 9.30 pm on Friday when 

the wind changed to SW by S with heavy squalls of rain until noon on Saturday when the 

wind veered to SSE. At 3am on the Sunday morning LaTrobe Island light was sighted inside 

Port Albert Entrance but was mistaken for the light on Wilson's Promontory by Captain 

McConachy. Blackbird went aground immediately afterwards, probably near the seaward end 

of the east bar at the entrance. The engines were reversed at full speed & the fore topsails 

put aback which freed the ship from the sand. The Captain then came on deck & ordered the 

helm to be put hard down to back the steamer off into deep water. Blackbird continued to go 

astern for 10 mins before orders were given to go full ahead & make sail, steering north of 

the supposed reef. In less than quarter of an hour the Blackbird was heading straight for the 

beach on Clonmel Island. Despite engines being put full astern & helm hard a -port she struck 

the beach swinging broadside on to the breakers & became stuck where she now lies with her 

bow facing east.  

The SS Blackbird  
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The Great Lakes  

 

In our continuing series of articles on the Great Lakes this issue we have a look at recon-

structing early British ships. If youôd like to discuss this article with others, be sure to drop 

by the Model Ship Builder  Discussion Forums.  

 

 
 

A Reconstruction Of Early British Ships  
 

When it comes to the reconstruction of a ship I will first quote from the Ship modelers 

Shop notes published by the Nautical Research Guild and from an article published on their 

web site.  

The article by Howard Chapelle titled (The Ship Model that Should not be Built )  

The article goes on giving various examples and once again a direct quote  

Now quoting from the book Colonial Schooners by Harold Hahn  

ñto begin with, all that is known of a ship outside of her operational history is her 

dimensions and class. With this can one ñreconstructò her appearance? The answer 

is a decided NO and anyone who attempts it is fooling himself and others. Now 

any well -made model presents many hours of hard work. Suppose that recon-

struction is attempted and some research done and the model is then built. Is the 

builder going to be happy when the time arrives in which the plans of the ship are 

found? Does not such an event make the model a complete waste of time?ò 

ñOne ought to remember that accuracy in a model is of far more importance in 

giving a value than fine workmanship alone. Actually, of course, the two should go 

together, but there are many well made models built to poor plans or none at all 

which represent nothing more than a complete waste of time, materials and la-

bor.ò   

ñAnother approach to the establishment of plans for building a model is an at-

tempt to reconstruct the subject where no authentic design exists. The purist may 

shun such models, but they do perform a useful purpose in bring to life ships of 

special historic significance where there is no hope of recreating a true represen-

tation. Those models are reasonable approximations of the size and general ap-

pearance of their prototypes.ò 
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Well, it seems we have two very distinctive and opposite views on what models to build 

and how they should be built.  On one side we have the purest philosophy, ñif you do not 

have a complete set of historic drawings donôt bother, your wasting your timeò. Then there 

is the artistic approach of, ñso what  I am going to build what I want and the way I want 

to, because I enjoy what I am doingò.  

If you have a complete set of plans and all the building specifications, half the work is al-

ready done. On the other hand, building a reconstruction would be a greater challenge as 

you would have to do research, gather data and 

draw your own plans which requires far more work.  

It would seem a daunting task of reconstructing a 

ship when the only thing you have are four num-

bers 70, 45, 18 and 7 and actually that is all we 

are starting with, the basic dimensions.  The first 

armed ships on the lakes were the Oswego, Ontario 

and the Mohawk, all built about the same time, in 

the same place and most likely by the same ship-

wrights. For all practical purposes we can consider 

them sister ships.  

From Admiralty records we know Commodore Au-

gustus Keppel was ordered to construct vessels on 

the borders of the lake. He was to use what stores he had at his command to build vessels 

of about 60 tons. Even though the Admiralty authorized the use of Admiralty supplies to 

build and fit out the ships they did not supply the manpower to build the vessels.  

The governor of Massachusetts and commander in chief of British forces in North America 

Major General William Shirley supplied the shipwrights and ship carpenters employed at 

colonial shipyards along the Eastern seaboard. We will then assume the ships first built on 

the lakes were the same type built in colonial America along the Eastern seaboard.  There 

are several plans in the Admiralty collection of colonial schooners we can use as a refer-

ence. Harold Hahnôs book The Colonial Schooner is another source of information as well as 

several Masters Thesis on shipwrecks of the time.  

From insets on a map drawn during the period in question there are sketches made of the 

French and British squadrons on Lake Ontario. From these insets on the map we can nar-

row down the type of vessels built as the Bermudos, which a drawing can be found in F H 

Chapmanôs Architecture Navalis Mercatoria. 

Supporting the map drawings is a painting in the National Maritime Museum showing dif-

ferent views of this type of vessel.  It would seem logical this type of vessel was built on 

the lakes as it was utilized by the Royal Navy for inshore and coastal operations.  

Turning our attention south to the mouth of the Mississippi river and coast of Florida a re-
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quest was made by the commander in Chief of the Jamaican station for schooners to be 

built to navigate the Mississippi river and the region of the newly seized territory from 

Spain. Port Royal in Jamaica became the haven for pirates and Naval schooners were 

needed to control the situation. It was Sir William Burnabyôs suggestions that vessels be 

built of about 100 to 50 tons and draw 10 feet of water for the Jamaican station. It was  

also Burnabyôs suggestion to have the vessels built in New York or New England, which 

now brings us back to the Eastern seaboard shipwrights.  

The Admiralty directed Captain Kennedy in New York to contract for the building of the two 

schooners for the Jamaican Station.  In August of 1767 Captain Kennedy wrote to the Ad-

miralty to inform them the two schooners set sail 

for Jamaica and he was sending a set of plans of 

their hulls. Marked on the plan was ñMarble Head 

schooner built in New York 1767ò. This plan was 

identified as the two schooners Sir Edward 

Hawke and Earl of Egmont.  Arriving in Jamaica 

the schooners were examined by the master 

shipwright and he reported they were of about 

70 tons and two very fine complete vessels.  The 

photos show the Sir Edward Hawke built from the 

Marblehead schooner plans. The model was built 

by Harold Hahn.  

These early ships on the lakes were not built from plans and under strenuous conditions. 

In order to reconstruct these lake ships it is necessary to pool together a number of 

sources.  In order to reconstruct the first ships on the lakes we will take a look at what was 


