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Editors Notes

Another y ear, another great start! Happ y New Y ear ev ery one! F or those of y ou
who celebr ated it, I hope y ou and y our family had a wonderful Christmas.

Hard to beleiv e but we’re closing in our first anniv ersary here at the Journal.
Where does the time go?

Sorry for being a little late getting this issue out. With Christmas,and a family
emergency which required m y attention I did not ha ve much of a chance to get
things together on time for our normal release.

Not to fret though, we’v e got some great info in this issue. The next two parts
of the Matthew Project to get things started. W e were hoping to wr ap it up b y
the first of January so that I could pass on some news to y ou, but things are
progressing a little slower than we had anticipated. Such is the case with an y
protot ype though. I guess that ’s half the jo y of building something from
scratch. Y ou nev er know what y ou are going to run across.

Well I won’ t k eep y ou an y longer .

Happ y Modeling!

Winston Sco ville
www .modelshipbuilder .com

P.S. Don’ t forget to check out some of our sponsors when y ou visit the site.
Remember , they help k eep things going on this end.
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The Matthew Project

Part 4 - The Stern

In classic model building where the model is built timber for timber lik e an ac -
tual ship , the stern would be made up of sev eral timbers.

The photos to the right show the tr ansom
timbers, which mak e up the lower section
of the stern.

The B&W photo shows the tr ansom section,
where the upper part of the stern is built
from. Y ou can see the notches for the stern
timbers in the tr ansom.

The bulkhead construction of the Matthew
hull lea ves a v oid at the stern where the
tr ansom pieces would normally go .  If y ou
were to plank this stern the planks would crease at the last two bulkheads and
lay flat from the last bulkhead to the r abbit. Y ou need a structure under the
planking to form a smooth bend.
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Before an y building on the
stern begins some pre-plan-
ning needed.

To begin, we will tak e a look at
the stern of the Matthew . One
unique feature is the end of
the tr ansom sticking out be-
yond the side of the ship . If
you were to follow the w ale
pointed to b y the blue arrow
notice that it is lev el with the
deck. Now we know how high
to place the tr ansom.
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Taking a close look at the planking
we can see the planks of the lower
section of the stern run about half
way o ver the outer face of the tr an-
som. The hull planking runs up the
inside edge of the stern post and
ov er the outer face of the tr ansom
timber were it butts the bottom
edge of the planks of the lower
section of the stern.  There is a
small, wedged shape piece that fills
the gap between the hull planking
and the stern planking.
The final plank of the hull runs

The height of the opening of the tiller arm is the width of 2 ½ planks abo ve the
upper face of the tr ansom. Looking from the inside out y ou can see the stern
timbers pointed to b y the y ellow arrows and the blue arrow points to the top of
the tr ansom timber .

along the top of the second w ale and under the end of the tr ansom piece and
finally twists and la ys flat on the outer face of the tr ansom. The blue arrows
show this plank in the photo .

Dates in American Naval History

20 January 1783  - Hostilities cease between Great Britain
and the United States

30 January 1862  - Launching of the first turreted w arship US S Monitor
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In the picture to the right, the black arrow ,
is pointing to the face of the tr ansom
timber .

The dark green arrow is pointing to the
stern planking, which is o ver the face of
the tr ansom timber .

Lastly the light green arrows are
showing the hull planking fitted into the
sternpost r abbit.

If y ou fit the tr ansom timber against the
inside face of the stern post y ou will end
up with planking that looks lik e the photo
to the left below .

There is a jog between the planking
in the r abbit and the plank on the
tr ansom timber . In order to get the stern planking to look lik e the photo of the
Matthew stern, there has to be a gap the thickness of the planking between the
tr ansom timber and the inner side of the stern post.  In actual ship building it
would seem if the tr ansom timber didn’ t notch into the stern post it would be
floating with no support.  The tr ansom timber in actual ship building would sit
on top of the inner stern post and its ends were notched into the last fr ame
timber .
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With all the pre-planning done it appears some al-
ter ations will need to be done to the model. F or
some unknown reason, could be that creeping error ,
there w asn’ t enough room for the planking between
the stern post and the tr ansom timber . A little sha v-
ing off the stern post will correct that problem.   It
looks much worse than what it really is, simply
mark the amount y ou need to remo ve then clamp a
str aight edge to the stern post.  Use a new blade
sharpness is the k ey to getting a clean cut.  Don’ t
use a lot of pressure on the first couple cuts, just
score the wood. Once y ou ha ve a path for the blade
to follow then sha ve off the ex cess wood.  If on y our
model there is room for the planking then y ou don’ t

The exact height of the tr ansom timber
could be seen in the photo of the actual
ship . Line up the top of the tr ansom
timber with the top of the w aterw ay as
indicated b y the two red arrows.  When
the tr ansom timber w as being fitted is
when I noticed there w asn’ t enough
room between it and the stern post.  In
the photo the tr ansom fits tight against
the stern post.  Another possible correc -
tion is to mak e the tr ansom timber
smaller .  The structur al timbers used in

have to correct the stern post. This just happened on the model I am building.

the actual ship were either 5 x 5 or 6 x 6 timbers in
the upper works. It w as a guess on m y part to use a
¼ square piece for the tr ansom, which is a 12 x 12.
In the photos of the actual ship the planking is eight
inches wide, the tr ansom timber looks larger than
eight inches so I settled on the 12 x 12 because it is
a main timber supporting the stern structure.
To simulate the lower tr ansom timbers y ou see in the
photos of the Oliv er Crom well I decided to remo ve
the lower section of the last bulkhead. Another cor -
rection that looks harder than what it is. A r azor sa w
and a sanding disk on the Dremel mak e short work
of it.
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Now there is a big hole where the lower tr ansom
pieces will fit. I sa w no need to fit individual
pieces because the area will be co vered with
planking.  Blocks will serv e the purpose well and
giv e the planking a solid backing.

At this stage the blocks do look ugly and y ou wonder if y ou will ev er get them
shaped. When I cut the blocks I measured from the last bulkhead to the
sternpost the subtr acted the thickness of the planking to form a r abbit between
the block and sternpost. The wood used is Basswood, which is soft and easy to
cut.  The only mistak e I made w as not to brush off the chips from m y lap , thus
leaving a tr ail through the family room and into the kitchen. This required
breaking out the broom and co vering m y tr acks through the house, luckily m y
floors are all hardwood and easy to clean. Needless to sa y the rest of the job
was done outside on the deck.
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As the stern blocks approached final
shape a plank w as used to check the
shape as well as to be sure the planks
will tak e a smooth bend to the tr ansom
timber and sternpost.

When y ou’re satisfied the planking will
lay smooth and y our blocks ha ve a nice
shape a final sanding is done b y hand to
smooth out an y bumps or high areas as
well as feather out the bottom into the
deadwood area.

Final shape of the blocks simulate the
tr ansom timbers and fill the area for the
planking  to rest against.

Be sure to check out P art 5
of The Matthew Project

Lining the Hull

on page 16
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From the Files of Ship Wreck Central

The twentieth century steamer Queen
of Nassau, former (Canadian
Government Ship) CGS Canada w as
one of the most influential ships in
Canadian history . Although the British
Royal Na vy guarded Canada’ s coastal
waters from colonial times, beginning
in the mid-nineteenth century , the two
governments argued o ver who should
ultimately be responsible for Canada’ s
naval defenses. A growing na val threat
in Europe at the da wn of the twentieth
century placed increasing stress on
the R oyal Na vy, while at the same
time, competition for the economic
resources of the North A tlantic placed pressure on Canada’ s small and aging Fisheries Protection fleet. The
construction of the CGS Canada w as a direct result of these dynamics.

CGS Canada / Queen of Nassau

In 1924, the Canada w as sold to Barron Collier , a wealth y Florida landowner . Collier renamed the v essel
Queen of Nassau and used it as an inter -island cruise ship for the lucr ativ e Nassau-Miami route. After
tempor ary boiler repairs failed, and a fire brok e out, she began taking on w ater . Shortly before 7:00 p .m. ,
the pumps completely failed as the boiler fires were extinguished. The Queen of Nassau w as sinking.

The 18-man crew boarded the single lifeboat and mo ved a wa y from their ship . Minutes later , with the ship
standing almost str aight up in the w ater , her boilers exploded. The forw ard half of her crumpled up . She
was gone.

The steamer CGS Canada w as built in 1904 and became
the first armed, steel-hulled cruiser owned and oper -
ated b y the Canadian go vernment. The Canada’ s r am
bow , 10-to-1 length-to-beam r atio , and steel hull were
a departure from the previous st yle of Canadian armed
vessels. Consequently , the Canada mark ed the tr ansi-
tion from tr aditional wooden schooners to modern steel
cruisers, pla ying a crucial role as Canada formulated its
young na vy. The Canada w as the fastest ship in the
Fisheries Protection fleet; it w as Canada’ s first success-
ful na val tr aining v essel, and the first Canadian na val
vessel to tr ain with the R oyal Na vy. The v essel also had
the distinction of carrying the smallest Marconi wireless
telegr aph office in the world.

Source: http://www .shipwreckcentr al.com

You can view film footage of the wreck site at

www .shipwreckcentr al.com

Go to the Shipwreck Map and do a search for the ship .
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Make Your Own Walnut Stain
from Eugene Larson’s Shop Notes

"You're doing what?"  That w as the response I receiv ed from m y family when
I told them I w as going to mak e m y own w alnut stain. Actually it does not
mak e much sense, and does possibly mak e me eligible for at least a visit to a
"shrink". :-)

There are a lot of stains on the mark et, w ater and solv ent based, that are quite
suitable for all woodworking needs. Howev er, while visiting a ski resort in the
Shennandoah Mountains I came across a cr aft exhibit, and one of the v endors
was making bask ets. Some of the finished bask ets had a beautiful w alnut stain
on them, and I ask ed which stain she used. Of course she said she made her
own. Thus began the saga that included me standing o ver a large tub on the
barbecue grill stirring with a stick, lik e in the da ys of witchcr aft in Salem, or in
fairy tales. But, the results were worth the ridicule.

Therefore, the process is here for those willing to suffer the torment of friends
and family , and the jabs from fellow model builders identif ying y ou as the top of
the ladder of elitists.
First, and most critical, y ou must ha ve a source
for a small supply of fresh w alnuts as they come
off the tree. In this condition the nuts are the
size of tennis balls and co vered with a pulp y
material that is normally remo ved to gain access
to the nut. See the photo . W e are not interested
in the nut, but the pulp . I ha ve a v acation home
on a lak e in the Piedmont region in North Caro-
lina, and it is surrounded b y Go vernment wooded land. Our propert y has fiv e
black w alnut trees, plus one that had to be cut down. The wood from the latter
tree w as harv ested and has been used for v arious projects. What could be bet -
ter than to ha ve a corresponding w alnut stain to ev en out the color on projects,
when desired?

A trip in the fall to the woods with known w alnut trees will be v ery relaxing. The
fallen nuts should be quickly collected to prev ent squirrels and r accoons eating
them. Shaking the trees will bring most of them down, but head protection is
needed, lik e a buck et (photo not included). A t home spread the w alnuts out in
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an area to "cure". Do not place them in a bag or pile them up in a buck et, as
you will end up with a terrible mess.

The green pulp around the nuts will slowly turn dark brown as the color from
the nut inside leeches into the pulp . An y time after the entire pulp area turns
brown y ou can start the stain making process. The pulp can still be soft, or
entirely dried out.

Fill half w ay with w ater a siz eable pot, perhaps fiv e gallons or more, and bring
to a boil, either on the sto ve or barbecue. Then it is best to mo ve outside to a
barbecue for the remainder of the process due to the smell, although it is not
too bad. The pulp on each nut should be brok en into pieces to permit better
water penetr ation. Fill the pot with pulp and nuts until there is no more room
for the material to be co vered with w ater . Continue to heat the w ater until it
boils, and frequently stir the mixture with a stick. T ry not to let an y slop out, as
this is "stain". Let the pot boil for about an hour , then let it cool and then sit for
two da ys. A couple of times tak e a stick to stir and squash the material in the
pot.

When ready to extr act the stain locate some cloth paint str ainers, a vailable at a
paint store. They fit o ver fiv e gallon buck ets. P our the liquid into the str ainer
and lea ve the pulp and nuts in the pot. Whatev er falls in the str ainer can be
thrown a way . Then tak e the str ained liquid in the buck et and run it through a
second str aining of the same material or some cheese cloth. This can be poured
into some cleaned, clear plastic milk cartons, soda bottles, or the lik e. Fill only
3/4 full.

Try the stain on some wood. I guar antee y ou will lik e it. Obviously it is w ater
based. When the stain is dry , a tung oil or v arnish finish can be applied o ver it.
If the stain is too concentr ated add a little w ater until the desired color depth is
obtained. Standard finishing techniques can be used including light sanding
after staining and steel wooling thereafter .

The bottles of stain should be placed in a freez er until needed since it will go
rancid and mold if left out.

Let me know how y ou lik e it.

Now , does the mahogan y tree ha ve nuts? I wonder about those cherrys on the
tree. Hmmm!
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What SWhat SWhat SWhat SWhat Ship is Thip is Thip is Thip is Thip is This?his?his?his?his?

In the last issue the ship
was the HMS Bounty
replica. I guess it was a
bit of a give away based
on the number of re-
plies! :-) 79 people were
able to identify her.
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The Matthew Project

Part 5 - Lining The Hull

It is v ery common for kits to pro vide planking material unsuitable for the pur -
pose, thus causing a number of problems for the model builder .  Ev ery com-
mercial wood has its properties some are suitable for bending while others are
not.  Some common problems are, pro viding wood not suitable for bending, dry
wood and pro viding planking material far to thin. Thinly milled wood will reach
a certain point when it looses its strength and it breaks before it bends.  T aking
a look at the photo , the plank is bent and twisted from horiz ontal to v ertical
within a length of 6 inches.  There were no heated plank bending tools used,
nor w as the wood soak ed in w ater , the bend w as done dry and cold.  The bend-
ing and twisting w as accomplished because, first the correct t ype of wood is
used and second, notice the thickness, its much thick er material than usually
pro vided in double plank ed kits. Actually the thickness is to the correct scale of
a 3inch thick bottom plank.  The last point is dry wood, y ou will find furniture
and cabinet mak ers all require wood dry to a low 6% moisture, some wood
work ers will tell y ou that is too dry while other sa y no .  As wood dries it be-
comes brittle so a kit sitting in a w arehouse for a y ear will dry out the thin
planking to a point it becomes so brittle it snaps when y ou try to bend it. An
example of this is to tak e a dry twig and break it, it will not bend but it will
snap in half , now tak e a green twig and do the same, y ou will find the green
twig will bend, ev en be difficult to break.  Ev en if y ou soak the dry twig in w ater
it still will not ha ve the same bending properties as a green twig. Somewhere
between the dry and green twigs the perfect moisture content is used in
planking a model.  F or this project the same wood used for the w aterw ays is
used to plank the hull. The Willow has been slowly seasoned in a solar kiln and
not flash dried in heated commercial kiln.  The wood is seasoned to a moisture
content of from 12 to 15% k eeping the wood flexible and prev enting it from
becoming brittle. There is a concern expressed b y some model builders
planking with a moisture content abo ve 6% will cause the wood planking to
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shrink and y ou will ha ve gaps between y our planks. Black Willow w as selected
because while seasoning it has a large shrinkage but once seasoned and it
looses it high moisture content it becomes v ery stable. The wood also does not
split or check v ery easy .  Lastly willow has an ex cellent abilit y to tak e glue and
finishes to a smooth surface.  W ood will mo ve ev er so slightly due to humidit y
in the air but not enough to notice, and it will not lea ve ugly gaps between y our
planking.

Before we actually get into the job of planking there are a couple issues to
cover concerning caulking and fasteners. These y ou should decide on before
you start the job .

The Matthew is painted and an y planking spik es ma y ha ve been counter sunk
and filled o ver.  The black arrows are pointing to the barely visible heads of
spik es.  What can be seen are the caulk lines between the planks.

Model builders will go the extr a steps and show caulking on the decks but not
on the hull, it ’s up to y ou, the builder , if y ou w ant to show caulking or not on
the hull.
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On this model the edges of the planks
were dark ened to simulate caulking,
making ev ery plank stand out.  There
are a few w ays to create the caulking.
One method is to dark en the edges with
a marking pen, which y ou would ha ve
to test to be sure the pen does not
bleed into the wood and giv e y ou a
fuzzy line. Another method is to use a
soft lead pencil and dark en the edges.
With the use of a pencil the caulk lines
will not be perfectly ev en and will tend
to fade in and out.  This does giv e a
realistic appear ance.  By standing the
planks on edge and gluing them to a
sheet of black paper then cutting them
apart will giv e y ou a perfectly ev en
caulk seam.  T o produce a subtle
appear ance simply space the planks ev er so slightly apart and allow the glue to
ooze up between the planks.

In this next photo the planks are set apart
allowing sev eral methods for showing the
caulking.  One is to lea ve the gap and allow
it to fill in with whatev er finish y ou intend on
using, wipe the seams with a mixture of
colored glue, or fill the seams with gr aphite
paste mixture. This method is a little difficult
to maintain an ev en gap between the planking because as the planks are glued
to the hull they require clamping which ma y cause the planks to shift.

In the second photo the planking is set tight
against each other . As y ou decide how to
handle the caulking remember y our at ¼
scale and at that siz e the caulking is so small
it would be a v ery faint line.

Caulking comes down to art vs. realism, y ou
can exagger ate the caulking slightly so the viewer can see the individual
planking and show off the cr aftsmanship of placing ev ery plank.  Also to dem-
onstr ate how the hull is built using planking and caulking to mak e the hull w a-
tertight. Or push the planking tight and lea ve only a hint of caulking.
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Finally the length of the planks used is some-
thing to consider . By planking the hull in one
long strip mak es bending and twisting of the
plank easier .  A quick and simple example of
this is to hold a piece of planking with y our
hands about 3 inches apart, then twist and
bend. Now hold a plank in y our hands 12 inches
apart and twist and bend. Its much easier to
bend a long plank because the stress is spread o ver the length of the plank.
Sev ent y foot planks were a little difficult to obtain in real life and ev en if the
were handling them would be a big problem. The longest planks used were
thirt y foot with an a verage of 18 to 22 feet and down to just a few feet. One
way to show the butt ends of planking is to cut a shallow seam into the plank.
You can’ t go to deep or the plank will snap at the cut.  In the last photo  is a
fak e butt cut into the plank and to the right is an actual butt joint. T o the a ver -
age viewer the difference ma y not be noticed. T o an yone who has built a model
ship and plank ed a hull can tell the difference between the two .  The cut butts
have to be done after the hull is giv en its final sanding or y ou will sand a way
the line.

Now we come to a debated issue that has
been with ship modeling for man y y ears,
the treenail or wooden pegs used in ship
building. On one side of the issue are
those who feel using o versiz ed and or
contr asting treenails detr acts from the
model giving it the appear ance of chick en
pox.  While on the other side there are
those who lik e the look and feel it lends
an element of authenticit y to the con-
struction of the model.

In most cases lik e the Matthew the hulls were painted
and the fasteners didn’ t show .  Where hulls were not
painted the fasteners  were counter sunk and co vered
with either a wooden plug or a putt y. On the realism
side of the issue the fasteners were small and when
reduced to ¼ scale they would disappear or be nothing
more than a pin prick.
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This is another issue where art vs. realism and it comes down to the model
builders and what they w ant to show or demonstr ate in their portr ayal of a
model of a wooden ship .

Leaving the final decision up to the builder all that can be done is to present the
facts and the real thing and how to show the fasteners on a model, allowing the
builder to choose.

The only example we ha ve for the time
period of the Mathew for fastening
planking to the hull is the Mary R ose.
This ship used wooden trunnels which
ran all the w ay through the outer
planking through the fr ame and ceiling
planking. The outer ends were counter
sunk and plugged with a resin or tar .
Butt ends of the hull planking of the
Mary R ose used iron spik es.  Ov er time
iron spik es replaced the wood treenails
all together . In the abo ve photo is a close up of a shipwreck of about 1840 here
we see the use of iron spik es, the green arrows show the same methods em-
plo yed back when the Mary rose w as built. The iron spik es were counter sunk
and the red arrow shows the remains of a putt y used to co ver the spik e.  In the
photo it looks as if the spik es are abo ve the surface of the planking. Actually
the wood plank is worn down as y ou can see b y the area around the spik e
shown b y the blue arrow .  This shipwreck has sistered fr ames and the spik e
pattern shows two spik es in each half of the fr ame producing a pattern of four
spik es per fr ame. The Matthew w as not sister fr amed so the pattern most lik ely
would be two fasteners per fr ame.  T o add treenails or not is the question each
model shipwright will ha ve to decide for themselv es. Lets examine the choices,
a planking spik e measured 5/8 diameter and a wood treenail measured one
inch. A t ¼ scale a planking spik e would be about .012 and a wood treenail
.020. The ¼ scale plastic figure is showing different siz es of fasteners. The top
large fasteners are the siz e of the little br ass nails a vailable from hobb y supply
dealers. These measure .025 to .030 if y ou driv e the nail into the plank and
snip off the heads. A true to scale iron spik e would look lik e the examples in the
center while the bottom examples are showing a wooden treenail at about 1 ¼
diameter .

The tr aditional method for adding treenails is the use bamboo or hardwood
pulled through a dr aw plate. Alternativ es would be to use the bristles from
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paint brushes, whisk brooms, push brooms, w all paper brushes or an ything
with bristles. Other materials include copper , br ass or silv er wire or plastic rods
available in man y siz es.

If y ou were in a ship yard and the foreman y ells to y ou get a crew and line off
the hull the photos show what y ou would be doing.  Using 1/8 wide electrical
tape the hull is divided into belts or sections for planking.  By lining off the hull
it insures a smooth run of the planking.  Start b y measuring the hull in midship
into the number of planks it will tak e to co ver the hull.  It tak es sev en planks
from the sheer to the cap r ail then a belt of three planks and three belts of four
planks and finally the bottom planks. First line off the sheer and the bottom
plank belts.
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Next start the center belts at
midship and allow them to run as
natur al as possible, the tape strips
will w ant to run up the sternpost
and stem so at the ends divide the
remaining space ev enly between
the three center belts. When the
hull is lined off tak e a knife and
notch along the tape to mark their
locations. Each strip of tape on the
model represents a w ale on the
hull.
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Looking at the plans and at the actual Matthew there is a difference in the loca-
tion of the w ales.  The plans show fiv e w ales colored brown and a molding un-
der the cap r ail. The w ay the Matthew is built it has fiv e w ales with the top w ale
running two planks under the cap r ail
and no molding. The four lower w ales
are called the main w ales and the
upper most w ale abo ve the deck line
is called a channel w ale. The purpose
of the w ales are to act as a longitud-
inal support for the hull as well clamp-
ing the fr ame components where they
lap each other .
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Looking at an illustr ation of fr aming of a hull
you can see the placement of the w ales and
how they correspond to the lapping of the
fr ame components.  The third w ale up from
the k eel stiffens the fr ames.

The construction of a plank first hull begins with setting in the floors. When the
floors are in place the hull is plank ed inside and out and the first fr ame section
is wedged between the floor heads.  Where the floor and fr ame timbers o verlap
they create a solid band of timber .  A stringer is run on the inside and a w ale is
run on the outside of this solid band of timber .

Join us in the next issue as we carry on the planking of the hull with the la ying
of the garboard plank.

Questions or comments? W e’d lo ve to hear from y ou. Send us a message at
thematthew@modelshipbuilder.com
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Davy Jones and His LockerDavy Jones and His LockerDavy Jones and His LockerDavy Jones and His LockerDavy Jones and His Locker
by Gene Bodnar

Davy Jones’ Lock er is a euphemism for the final resting place of drowned sailors. The lock er is
thought to be a large sea chest that substitutes for a coffin. Nobody knows the origin of the
term with an y certaint y, but man y theories ha ve been offered. Some think the term is a gener al
one for an y incompetent sailor; others believ e it originated with a pub owner who kidnapped
sailors; still others will tell y ou that Da vy Jones is just another term for the devil or a fiend that
presides o ver the evil spirits of the deep sea.

The first appear ance of the term occurred in a no vel written b y Daniel Defoe in 1726, but his
use of the term had no negativ e connotation. Only 25 y ears later , in The Adv entures of P er -
egrine Pickle b yTobias Smollett, Da vy Jones is depicted as ha ving saucer -shaped ey es, three
rows of ghastly teeth, two horns, and with blue smok e pouring out of nostrils. From that time
on, man y authors, including W ashington Irving, Herman Melville, and R obert Louis Stev enson,
portr ay Da vy Jones with nothing but negativit y. Ev en toda y, in the mo vie Pir ates of the Carib-
bean: A t W orld’ s End, Da vy Jones’ Lock er becomes Jack Sparrow’ s purgatory , which is described
as a nev er -ending desert attached to a nev er -ending sea, and it ev entually driv es Sparrow to
madness.

Davy Jones’ Lock er is so ingr ained in the mental processes of toda y’s sailors that it ’s mentioned
in the current lyrics of the U .S. Na vy song “ Anchors A weigh”:

Roll out the TNT ,
Anchors a weigh,
Sail on to victory

And sink their bones
To Da vy Jones, hoor ay!

Some people think Da vy Jones w as a pir ate on the Indian Ocean in the 1630s, but most schol-
ars question this theory . Some sources cite a British pub owner who is mentioned in a 1594
song called “Jones’ s Ale is Newe. ”  Notoriously , the pub owner used to throw drunk en sailors
into his ale lock er and then get rid of them b y dumping them onto an y passing ship .

The story of Da vy Jones causes fear among man y sailors ev en toda y. They will refer to him and
his dwelling place, but they are un willing to discuss an y further details. Da vy Jones has become
the symbol for the mariner ’s evil angel. It is the place where a drowned sailor has a lid popped
down on his coffin for all eternit y. On the other hand, the Christian sailor realiz es that Da vy
Jones’ Lock er ma y be the permanent resting place for his body , but, if he has been an
honor able and proper sailor , his soul will go to Fiddler ’s Green.
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Ship Replicas

Continental Sloop Providence

During her distinguished Na val career the 12-gun
Providence sank or captured 40 British enem y
ships. She w as John P aul Jones first command.

This replica w as built in 1776 the US As
bicentennial y ear to honor a v essel that pla yed a
key role in the fight for American Independence.

Half Moon

The original Half Moon w as commissioned on
March 25, 1609, for the Dutch East India Com-
pan y. She w as a ship of explor ation designed
to tak e a crew of twent y into unknown and
uncharted w aters.

To celebr ate the Dutch role in exploring and
colonizing America, a replica of Henry Hudson's
Half Moon w as built and launched in June of
1989.
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On The CoverOn The CoverOn The CoverOn The CoverOn The Cover

On the co ver this month is a picture of K enneth Murph y’s Bluenose II. It is from
an update that K enneth sent in of his ongoing project. Y ou can view more pic -
tures from K en’s Model Ship Builder page at the website:

http://modelshipbuilder .com/models.html

Ken has spent man y hours to date working on this project which consists of two
1/48” models of the Bluenose II.

Model Ship Building Communities Online
Join a community today!

Model Ship World:  http://www .modelshipworld.com
Dry Dock Models:  http://www .dry dockmodels.com

Ship Modeling Forum:  http://www .shipmodeling.net
Model Boat Mayhem:  http://www .modelboatma yhem.co .uk/
Lauck Street Shipyard:  http//:www .lauckstreetship yard.com

Check the Model Ship Builder website for more!
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Contributors Pictures

Our friend Mik e Pendlebury has sent in some pictures of his current project. As
those of y ou who ha ve been following his progress
here in the Journal know Mik e has been working on
his Monster Mersey Class Lifeboat. Howev er, due
to the weather he has had to put it on hold until
a little later this y ear when the weather becomes
more agreeable.

Until then though, Mik e has tak en on another
project. A 1/12th scale of a 35’ 6” Self -Righting
Motor Lifeboat inspired b y the picture to the right.

How this project came about w as through an
acquaitenance of Mik e who purchased the boat -
house and is in the process of con verting it into
his new home (left). He w anted a model of the
boat that the boathouse w as originally built for .

The boat that Mik e is to fashion the model after is
a Self -righting Lifeboat originally built in 1932

and named the RNLB Civil Service No .4. It serv ed in the boathouse until it w as
sold out of service in 1948. It w as last heard of being used as a motor y acht in
Newfoundland in 1970 (m y home pro vince :-) ).

After much research,
plans were obtained/
dr awn up and the build-
ing began.
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The k eel is laminated from three
layers of ply to allow for the
working drop k eel to be fitted
(used when the boat w as under
sail).

Here we can see the major
bulkheads and steering gear
shafting in place

Next the deck w as plank ed and caulk ed.
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In this picture we can see the first la yer
of planking applied to the center sec -
tion.

The air cases and the bow and stern
were then plank ed o ver. These were
what made this class of lifeboat self -
righting.

The bow and stern were then filled with balsa blocks and carv ed to shape
(abo ve and next page).
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Next the hull w as co vered with a la yer of calico , as were the original boats. The
next phase will be a la yer of planking which w as laid diagonally .

Mik e will be sending us some update pictures as he works his w ay through the
build.

Have a project that y ou are working on and would lik e to share
your progress with our readers? Contact me with details at
winston@modelshipbuilder .com

Contributors pics are alw ays welcome here at The MSB Journal!
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Next are some pictures from Bill W ood. Bill has been building models for some
35+ y ears now . He is a founding member of the US S Constitution Model Ship-
wright Guild and also a member of the NRG. Bill sent in some pictures of the PT
109, The Newsbo y and a couple of him working on the Bluenose. With 35 y ears
of building under his belt I’m sure we’ll see more from Bill! :-)



Vol. I Issue XI

www.modelshipbuilder.com

33



Vol. I Issue XI

www.modelshipbuilder.com

34

Engagement at Sea - by Gene Bodnar

Across
1   Pleased as punch
5   Lock stock and barrel
8   Get wind of
12  R apidly
17  P oor, as an ex cuse
18  Chinese philosopher __-tzu
19  Long- winged sea bird
20  A utomobile r ace
21  P ART 1 OF A JOKE
25  South African nativ e
26  P etroleum, to the U . K.
military
27  Small North American
ponies
28  A needle __ ha ystack
30  A mountain can be made
out of it
34  P ART 2 OF A JOKE
39  Kind of mediev al estate
43  Common Latin v erb
44  R estaur ant bill
45  Churn
47  Put on a happy face
48  Sp y no velist Deighton
49  R otating mechanism
51  Early ev ening meal, in
Austr alia
53  Notice
54  Ph ysical exhaustion
58  P ART 3 OF A JOKE
63  Spoil

64  Lo ve affair
65  __-faced (h ypocritical)
66  P ART 4 OF A JOKE
70  Bait fish
74  Alw ays, poetically
75  Bacon-eggs tie
76  Baden-Baden, for example
78  Letter after sigma
79  Pussyfoot
82  W ord in a 1970 P earl
Harbor film
85  Clockmak er Terry
87  Of the ear
88  Mortarboard dangler
90  P ART 5 OF A JOKE
93  P ole v aulters jump it
95  A utumn mo .
96  Ph ysical attack
99  Planking wood
102 R oman goddess of the
hunt
106 END OF A JOKE
111 R ub through a str ainer
112 Or atorio solo
113 "__ Got a W oman" (R ay
Charles hit)
114 W ord in the Golden R ule
115 Liv ely horse
116 Flogging result
117 Asw an, for instance
118 Mouth off

Down
1   Compact mass
2   "The S weater
Girl" T urner
3   Pr ayer ending
4   Preordain
5   Big name in
boxing champs
6   K ola Peninsula
inhabitant
7   Balm y
8   Pronoun for a
ship
9   Misjudge
10  Whatev er
11  The German
state
12  Knitted socks
13  Intellectual
nourishment
14  "__ fair in lo ve
and w ar"
15  Grist for
Sherlock's mill
16  Optical devices
22  Pursue a wild
animal
23  V oluntary
contributions to the
poor
24  Gullible person
29  Do
31  Unit of electrical
resistance
32  Z odiac sign
33  Magazine
honcho
34  Money , infor -
mally
35  On a liner
36  "__ that
special?"
37  Cross country
or three-legged
38  Ar ab's sleev e-
less garment
40  Platter
41  On the shel-
tered side
42  Look sugges-
tiv ely
46  P asture
50  "La Boheme"
role
52  Oppositionist
55  Scamp
56  Gossip
57  F ertiliz er
ingredient
59  __ sequitur
(fallacy)
60  Harbor v essels
61  Ha ve

62  Hea vy weight
64  F erv encies
66  Dissenting clique
67  Queen of the
Greek gods
68  Belligerences
69  Social insect
70  Bamak o's land
71  Prusso-German
von Bismarck
72  Linger
73  Of a particular
kind
77  P od v eggie
80  Fugitiv e
81  Examined
83  Gr ayback
84  Oklahoma cit y
86  Hostelry
87  Clear as a bell
89  Dancer F alana
91  Front part of a
ship
92  Kind of list
94  Kind of boss
96  Egyptian
slitherers
97  Opposite of open
98  F oal's male
parent
100 In the middle of
101 P olynesian drink
103 Sopr ano Moffo
104 Mesh works
105 Bustles
107 Earlier in time
than
108 Nada
109 Cereal gr ass
110 Sleep phenom-
enon
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Engagement at Sea Ansers


