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Editors Notes

Well, it 6s hard ,batbwkibeeeal ready h
way through 2008. How time files!

This is a little bit of an abbreviated issue this

month. This was a very busy month around here.

Our son had his graduation and is moving on to

High School, and we just moved into a new home.

So needless to say | didnét have
spend putting this issue together. There were a

couple of articles | wanted to squeeze in here but

ti me just di dNdtofeaq thoughi t, i t

N theyo6l !l be in.the next issue
with the new Admiral ) ) )
on our ship I 61 1 keep t h Whkilethenaoving pat s r t

over, the unpacking and organizing is not and
thereds a ton of . Bspeacidly ibtbe nbweworttshap area !
Hopefully she wonot) find me there

Happy modeling everyone!

Winston Scoville
www.modelshipbuilder.com
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SHI P6S BELLS

By Gene Bodnar

A shipds bell i s a] thesbgllistself does eadnotib& swpnb ke sechurch bell . Only
its clapper is movable, and it is swung by the watch member on a short lanyard to indicate the pas-
sage of increments of time.

The belfry, which contains the
s hi p 6 swabsomdtimes a simple
iron hoop or a plain bracket. In
many larger ships, however, the bel-
fry could be an elaborate wooden
structure designed much like a pa-
goda and frequently contained intri-
cate carvings. However, its main
purpose was not a decorative one.
Instead, it served to protect the bell
from being inadvertently struck by
flying ropes, which could create tim-
ing problems and throwing the crew
watch members into confusion.

The bell is struck by a watch
member every half hour. At 12:30
one bell was sounded; two bells at
1:00; and so forth until eight bells
were sounded at 4:00. Then one bell
was sounded at 4:30, and the cycle
was repeated around the clock. The Ships Bell of the HMS Surprise
sounding of eight bells was the end
of one watch and the beginning of another. Of course, the crew of a ship was usually divided up into
two and four watches, with each watch taking its turn with the routine activities aboard the ship.

Theso-cal | ed Ad@g wehatchh occurred bet 16e00 andt20:60, was divided io f
two. The purpose of the odd number of watches was to give each crew member a different watch
each day, which also allowed the entire crew to eat an evening meal.

Bells were sometimes sounded at other times that those indicated. For example, when two or
more ships were close together, particularly under foggy conditions, bells would be sounded periodi-
cally in order to prevent collision.

A shipbs belll i s us.uFsehquently ctlaesrame ofthe $hip was etehed on it by the
bell - maker, sometimes with addition ornamentation. It is interesting to note that bell -makers always
refer to a shipbs bell as fAshe

Large vessels have big bells, and small ships have little bells. Since the tone of a bell depends on
its size and weight, it is also true that the size of a ship could easily be estimated by the sound of its
bell even if the ship could not be seen, as at night, for example.

A shipbs bell i s somet i mes ,iespsciallyaftertthe ghip itselfastbrofeoups e s.si on
As shown in numerous museums around the world, it is, in some cases, the only article remaining of
a ship that once thrived on the open seas.

Asafinalnote ,t he term feight bellsodo is a nawti dhle ¢epmemirequeat
appeared in the obituaries of seamen.
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From the Files of Ship Wreck Central

Bonhomme Richard

The first Bonhomme Richard, formerly Duc de Durae, was a frigate built in France for the
East India Co., in 1765, for service between France and the Orient. She was placed at the
disposal of John Paul Jones 4
February 1779 by the French
King and renamed Bonhomme
Richard in honour of Ben
Franklin.

On 19 June 1779 Bonhomme
Richard sailed from L'Orient
accompanied by Alliance,
Pallas, Vengeance, and Cerf
with troop transports and
merchant vessels under con-
voy to Bordeaux and to cruise
against the British in the Bay
of Biscay. Forced to return to
port for repair, the squadron
sailed again 14 August 1779.
Going northwest around the
west coast of the British Isles
into the North Sea and then
down the east coast the
squadron took 16 merchant vessels as prizes.

On 23 September 1779 they encountered the Baltic Fleet of 41 sail under convoy of HMS
Serapis (44) and Countess of Scarborough (22) near Flamborough Head. After 1800 Bon-
homme Richard engaged Serapis and a bitter engagement ensued during the next four
hours before Serapis struck her colors. Bonhomme Richard, shattered, on fire, and leaking
badly defied all efforts to save her and sank at 1100 on 25 September 1779. John Paul
Jones sailed the captured Serapis to Holland for repairs.

According to Clive Cussler: "The debris and ballast mound of the Bonhomme Richard lie
somewhere between twenty  -five and thirty -five miles out to sea from Flamborough Head.
I've marked the search area in a diagram. Unfortunately, if I'm right, we're looking at a

search grid of nearly 500 square miles since | can't say with any degree of accuracy

whether Jones' ships were north or south of the head when the Richard sank. He should

have been to the south of the head, but the winds might have kept him to the north. He

was forced to beat and tack against unfriendly winds before arriving at the Texel in Hol-

land."

View a short video of the Sea Hunters as they look for the elusive Bonhomme Richard at:

www.shipwreckcentral.com
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Navy Board Models

A website for scratch builders of Navy & Admiralty Board Models
www.navyboardmodels.com

A couple of issues ago | mentioned that we
were working on building a new website for
model builders. We are still a little ways from
opening up the site at this point, but | would
like to extend the invitation to any modellers
who would like to help in building the founda-
tions to the site.

For the most part, the technical end has been
takencareof . Thereds just a few areas wedre still working on
soon. Now we are looking for individuals who would be interested in contributing content.

If you have an interest in building Navy Board or Admiralty Board style models and would

like to share your knowledge with others through a website dedicated specifically to this

di scipline of model bui |l di ng Toxentact usl ,isknply drop byhhe ar f rom yo
site (www.navyboardmodels.com) and send us a message through the contact form.

The Lumberyard for Model Shipwrights

We are proud to be your supplier of rough lumber,
milled sheets and strips, plank on frame hull kits
and model ship kits

Visit us Today!
www.dlumberyard.com

www.modelshipbuilder.com 6
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The Matthew Project

Part 11:

The Quarter and Forecastle Decks

In the classical form of model ship build-
ing itis common to leave off sections of
deck planking to allow a viewer to look
inside the hull or down to the next deck
below. On the Alfred model built by Har-
old Hahn (right), sections of the deck
planking was left off to show the par-
guet flooring in the cabin below as well
as the lower gun deck . In the photo of
the Rattlesnake (below) half the decking
was left off to expose the deck construc-
tion.

At this point in the construction of the
Matthew, as the model shipwright it is
up to you if you want to show any detail
below the deck.

www.modelshipbuilder.com 7
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If you decide to show cabin details below deck you
can lay decking down the middle of the deck or
strips of decking on either side of center. In actual
shipbuilding lodging knees would have been used
between deck beams along the sides. In the photo
you can see the lodging knees being installed in a
model. If you add knees to the end of the deck
beams you can leave off the deck planking along
the sides to show off the detail work. On the proto-
type model the deck will be planked over so blocks
were used instead of knees . Bl ocks or
they are called, are an important part of the deck
structure because they provide a landing for the
ends of the deck planks.

fich

Once all the decisions have been made we can begin to construct the bulkhead and deck.
On the prototype the bulkhead was framed and closed in leaving a door in the center. A
close up of the bulkhead framing shows a footer set on top of the sill and studs are

placed on top of the footer and extend to the underside of the deck beam.

www.modelshipbuilder.com 8
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Once the bulkhead is framed horizontal
planking finishes the job. The deck
beams provided are longer than required
and will be cut to fit the model. The first
two deck beams to be installed are at the
location of the mizzen mast, once these
are in place the rest of the beams are
spaced out evenly along the deck.

Carlings for the knight and mast partner
are added with square holes for the bitt
posts. Blocks are added at the end of the
deck beams and the beams are trimmed
to size. When the stern was built the ex-
act height and angle was left unfinished
until the deck was installed. The black ar-
row is pointing to a slight difference in the
height of the deck and stern timbers.

www.modelshipbuilder.com 9



