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SHI PHHEI:K MSB is a Charter Member of the

Vessel Research Team

From the Files of ShipWreck Central

TSS Kanowna

Built by W. Denny and Brothers of Dumbar-
ton in 1902, to ply the Sydney - Fremantle
route. Kanowna also travelled between
various Australian & Asian ports. In August
of 1914 she was requisitioned as a Trooper,
and carried troops to New Guinea, next,
she went off to England to be fitted out as a
452 bed Hospital ship. She served in the
Gallipoli campaign in the Dardanelles and
ferried wounded Australian troops and
medical staff from Turkey back to Australia.
At the end of her service there she returned
to the Sydney - Freemantle (Tas) service.

The ship had on a voyage from Cairns in
Queensland had left Sydney & was heading
for Melbourne when it hit Skull Rock on a
foggy night. The ship was reported to have
suffered a "glancing blow". Survivors are
said to have remembered an almighty
crash & the ship shuddering from end to
end, then lurching”. By 10pm the 141 pas-

. . . Members of the Southern Ocean Exploration dive group explore
sengers had abandoned ship being picked the shipwreck of TSS Kanowna

up by the nearby SS Makarra. A young girl

broke her leg, a man fell off the gangway but all survived apart from a dog, a cat & a race-
horse that had been loaded in Sydney. The cargo which was valued at 200,000 pounds was
un -salvaged. The Master was deemed to be guilty of an error of judgement by a Court of
Enquiry for not slowing down.

Diz-i*;.;'i!}’.?_:a!...t HISTORY

CHANNEL TELEWVWIRI &N
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PRIZE MONEY

by Gene Bodnar

Before 1708, all monies captured belonged to
the Crown. The ACruizers and Co
17080 all owed t he distribution
gained by the seizure of enemy ships to the cap-
tors themselves. The purpose of the Act was to
provide fAbetter and more effectu
me nt of t he Sea Service. o0 Unf o
ships within sight of the capture were entitled to
equal shares, and furthermore, the Admiral re-
sponsible for the capturing vessel was also enti-
tled to a share, even if he wasn
of the capture. Thus, most captains liked to sail
under direct Admiralty orders. In these cases,
no single Admiral was in command; therefore, all
the prize monies were distributed directly to the
crew.

Captured monies included the value of the ship when condemned by the Admiralty court, any
cargo it carried, and a small bounty on enemy seamen taken as prisoners. The proportion of mon-
ies shared out in 1808 one  -eighth to the Flag Officer; two -eighths to the Captain(s); one -eighth to

the Captains of Marines, Lieutenants, Masters, and Surgeons; another one -eighth to the Lieuten-
ants of Marines, Secretary to the Flag Officer, Principal Warrant Officers, and Chaplains; a further
one-ei ghth to Midshipmen, Inferior Warrant Officers, Princip
Sergeants; and finally, the remaining two -eighth to all the rest.

Of course, |l ots of money could be made by the capture of
often, and when it did, it was muacslm chanck ededdi Thérneaorg t-odayds |
hol der is the capture of the Spanish frioate #AHermioneo in

the British frigate fActived and sl 1. 0 Carr
ure, its value was so great that even the common seaman received
485 pounds (in the days when a seaman made less than a shilling a
day) , with itds two Captains receiyv
bly the single individual who earned the most prize money was Sir
Hyde Parker, who admittedly gained 200,000 pounds when he was

in command in the West Indies.

nds each!

Usually, only frigates were capable of taking prizes, mainly be-
cause of their speed. Ships of the line were far too ponderous to
take part in a chase.

The Naval Prize Act of 1918 changed the distribution of prize
money to a system where the prize money was paid into a common fund from which a payment
was made to all naval personnel, regardless if they were involved in the action. This was further
changed in 1945 to allow RAF personnel who were involved in the capture to get a share.

The | ast American sailors to receive prize money were ¢t
taking a German blockade runner on November 6, 1941, although the money was not awarded
until 1947.
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The Half Moon

a work in progress By Maritime Artist Rex Stewart

The Half Moon, (originally called the Halve Maen), was commissioned on March 25, 1609 for the Dutch East India Com-
pany. The company hired Hudson, an Englishman, to search for a passageway between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.
He thought he had found that passageway when he sailed up the river that was later named for him.

In making his trip up the river, Hudson claimed the area for the Dutch and opened the land for settlers who followed.
His voyage came 10 years before the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock.

With the 400th anniversary of this trip upon us this year we are happy to bring you some pictures of a build of the Half
Moon in progress by renowned maritime artist. Rex Stewart.

Here in this final update is the finished model.
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This concludes the Half Moon build and we look forward to seeing future builds from Rex.
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The Great Lakes

For over 300 years the French & English and then the English & Americans fought wars
over possession of the Great Lakes region of North America, building some of the most ad-

vanced designed war ships of their day as well as the largest wooden First Rate 120 gun
warships ever built.

The sheer diversity and amount of ships designed and built on these waters are unparallel
anywhere on earth. While our primary object is necessarily learning of matters concerning
the ships that pied the Great Lakes and their environs, an historical perspective on just
how ships first came to these lakes is certainly an interesting story and will set the stage
for a look into the men and the ships built here.

That perspective, as one might ex-
pect, closely parallels the history of "
discovery of the new world. Thus our
history begins with the first Vikings
longboats that sailed west out of
Iceland and Greenland to Vineland
around 1,000 AD. Today only the
Vi king site of L©O
Newfoundland has been located and
stands alone as a reminder of Norse
occupation of the new world.

No extensive written records have
come down to us today on the Vi-
king travels along the North Ameri-
can coast, but historians agree that
they probably traveled south to pre-
sent day New England and south-
west up the St. Lawrence river to-
wards the Great lakes. The first his-

Grand Hermine built in 1967 for display at Expo 67 in Montreal

torically documented trips that ex-
plored the St. Lawrence were those of Jacques Cartier whose three expeditions (1534,
1535 -1536 and 1541 -1542) helped set the exploration of the great lakes region.

The 1534 expedition was composed of two ships of about 60 tons each, manned in all with
61 men. Cartier was looking for the Northwest passage to the Orient and its lucrative trade
markets. Upon his return to France after the first journey he was able to excite a great
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deal of interest in his new world findings. On his second expedition (1535 -1536) Cartier
sailed with three ships: THE GRAND HERMINE THE PETITE HERMINE and THE EMERILLION.

The flag ship GRAND HERMINE was a ship of about 100 tons and the accompanying ships

were of 60 and 40 tons. At the request of Parks Canada and the Department of Indian and
Northern Affairs Ecole Ploytechnique de Montreal built a replica of the Grand Hermine and
displayed it at Expo -67 in Montreal. After the 1967 explosions the replica was permanently
displayed at the mouth of the Lairet River in Cartier -Brebeuf National historic Site near
Quebec city.

As a result of the early explorations of the Great lakes region the French began to colonize

the St Lawrence and continued to push westward to the

Great Lakes and the headwaters of the Mississippi river.

The slow French colonization of the region continued and
124 years after Jacques Cartier first sailed into the St.

Lawrence river a French explorer Rene Robert Cavelier
Sieur de La Salle set the stage for a rapid colonization of

the Great lakes. At the time of La Salle the region was

known as New France or the French frontier.

La Salle was the youngest son of a wealthy merchant liv-

ing like French nobility. At the age of 15 La Salle entered

the Jesuit noviate and two years later began teaching. Be-

ing a bit impatient and something of a problem to superi-

ors, Robert was described by the fathers of the Jesuits to

be extremely vibrant with intense, contained energy. Un-
able to teach, Robert left the Jesuits in search of adventure.

Robert La Salle

Robert La Sallebés ol der brother Abbe Jean Cavelier w
Sulpice in Montreal Canada. A letter from his older brother describing the mysteries, ad-

venture and danger of Canada proved irresistible to the 22 year old Robert who was pos-

sessed with a tremendous drive so seek his fame and fortune. Besides the adventure, the

church was making large land grants to anyone willing to settle the wilderness, so in 1666

Robert sailed to New France.

Upon arrival to Montreal Robert La Salle was granted a large track of land where he
cleared land and built a house. After just three years living in Montreal Robert mastered
the language of the Iroquois as well as seven other Indian tribes. The Indians would tell
stories of a river larger than the St Lawrence which flowed into the great river they called
the father of all rivers the Mississippi, which in turn flowed to the sea. Selling pieces of his
land and with a grant of money from the church at Saint Sulprice Robert La Salle bought
supplies, hired men and set out to explore the Great Lakes and find the father of all rivers.

In the year 1672 Louis de Buade, Comte de Frontenac, Governor of Canada arrived to as-
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